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1st European Lesbian* Conference - Vienna, Austria, 6-8 October 2017
“Lesbians in Europe: 
Connect, Reflect, Act, Transform!”
Open call for academic and activist papers, workshops, performances, artworks, and interdisciplinary forms of expression.
Deadline: SUNDAY 28 MAY 2017
To apply, please email: info@europeanlesbianconference.org 
with heading “EL*C 2017 Open Call Application”
About EL*C
The European Lesbian* Conference seeks to promote dialogue that is friendly, egalitarian and is focused on intersectional awareness and exchange. The organisers aim to create a conference that includes a wide diversity of lesbians* across the grounds of ethnicity, age, dis/ability and (non-)religious affiliation. The organisers hope that the atmosphere at the conference will be: kind, warm, exciting, open, curious, brave, and fun. The European Lesbian* Conference promotes intersectionality in all exchanges, by promoting friendly non-violent communication, a non-hierarchical approaches and affirmative actions for those who do not have any/easy access to different types of resources. The organising process involves promoting the engagement of lesbians* with a diverse and interdisciplinary space open to all ethnic and religious backgrounds, lesbians* of colour, of different ages, and/or of various degrees of ability.
About the term “European”
The organisers want to provide space for promoting a variety of lesbian* auto-identifications throughout Europe and beyond. At the same time we recognise that ‘Europe’ is a contingent category itself. Our invitation is open to all those who find the term ‘European’ a comfortable fit and especially to those who find the term ‘European’ problematic in the times and spaces in which they live or originate from.

About the term “Lesbian”
The event’s focus is on ‘lesbian*’ which remains that contested, curious label (both adjective and noun) that few seem comfortable in embracing, but yet the banner ‘lesbian*’ works to attract a range of people to explore, converse and create. Anyone who considers themselves to have a connection to the word 'lesbian*' is invited to come and join us in our dialogues. We use ‘lesbian*’ with an asterisk to encourage a broad range of people to join us – yet we wish to promote the use of the term ‘lesbian*’as there still remains a large political and cultural struggle for lesbian* visibility, empowerment and representation. Lesbians* are to be found involved in almost all radical political movements and communities, yet manifestations of specifically lesbian* events, issues and identities are still all-too rare.
About the 1st European Lesbian* Conference: “Lesbians in Europe: Connect, Reflect, Act, Transform!”
In most European countries, lesbians* have been at the forefront of social and political changes. Nevertheless, the energy, creativity, research and activist skills developed by lesbians* during the last 20 years lack visibility and recognition. This is a consequence of specific cultural mechanisms that have erased female sexuality throughout societies, and which resulted in our voices and stories not being loud enough, and our history not being properly recognised. To counter this state of affairs, the European Lesbian* Conference will take place in Vienna on October 6-8, 2017, which is the International Lesbian Day. The goal of the EL*C conference is to create an academic/activistic/artistic/literary space, where lesbians* will be able to express themselves without fear of being ignored or discriminated against. The conference will also serve as a skills-and-knowledge-sharing platform for its diverse representation of attendees. Altogether, we strongly encourage scholars, academics, researchers, activists, artists, etc. to contribute to the event by bringing their knowledge and backgrounds to the forefront. The conference will provide the opportunity to:
· Emphasise the need to nurture a multiplicity of lesbian* identities and sexualities;

· Discuss specific needs and challenges of lesbians* within communities and societies;

· Consider lesbian* representations throughout academic disciplines;

· Exchange knowledge and experiences between lesbians* across Europe and provide space for networking and alliances; 

· Focus on the personal well-being of lesbians*;

· Expand all kinds of visibility for lesbians* throughout Europe; 

· Empower all underrepresented groups in lesbian* communities; 

· Contribute to a productive relationship between lesbians* and feminists;

· Include queer experiences and self-identifications in lesbian* communities;

· Set a long-term dynamic agenda for lesbians* to strengthen their position as a group and as individuals in European societies; 

· Contribute to general social changes in Europe by sharing the feminist-situated lesbian* experience;

· Fight lesbophobia, racism, sexism, trans- and inter-phobia; 

· Develop knowledge, practices, actions and memories for feminists and lesbians*;

· Discuss a variety of intersections in lesbian* lives and experiences;

· Increase the visibility of lesbians* and feminists in public spaces;

· Strengthen the expertise of lesbians* in the media; 

· Build expertise on the creation of collective living spaces for older lesbians*; 

· Promote scientific research on lesbian* health.

The list, however, is by no means exhaustive.

About the Open Call for academic and activist papers, workshops, performances, artworks, and interdisciplinary forms of expression
Academics, scholars, researchers, political and cultural activists, artists and/or lesbian* collectives, are invited to submit an abstract based on the EL*C’s theme: “Lesbians in Europe: Connect, Reflect, Act, Transform” We are looking for proposals as wide and wild as lesbian realities can be; these can include papers, presentations, workshops, political debates, performances, artworks and interdisciplinary forms of expression that will fulfil and enlarge the space of the 1st EL*C conference.
The deadline for abstract submission is Sunday 28 May 2017. To apply, please email: info@europeanlesbianconference.org with heading “EL*C 2017 Open Call Application”. The selection will be made by the 25th of June and shortlisted applicants will be contacted shortly thereafter.
The paper application form is available below and on the website: 
europeanlesbianconference.org 
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1st European Lesbian* Conference - Vienna, Austria, 6-8 October 2017
“Lesbians in Europe: 
Connect, Reflect, Act, Transform!”
Open call for academic and activist papers, workshops, performances, artworks, and interdisciplinary forms of expression.
Deadline: SUNDAY 28 MAY 2017
To apply, please email: info@europeanlesbianconference.org 
with heading “EL*C 2017 Open Call Application”
Please include the following information in your application:
1. Name of the organization(s), collective(s), individual(s) responding to the open call:
2. Contact person’s name and role:
3. Contact person’s email and telephone:
4. Title of the proposed workshop/presentation/performance:
5. Share a written description of the proposed workshop/presentation/performance (max. 500 words); include the format and methods proposed to carry out the event such as e.g. debate, training, presentations, non-formal activity, etc.
6. Explain how the proposed workshop/presentation/performance is relevant to the theme of the conference: “Lesbians in Europe: Connect, Reflect, Act, Transform!”? (max. 250 words)
7a. Let us know if you have a particular audience in mind  (e.g. participants who are already working on a specific issue / topic, newbies, etc.)
7b. How will your workshop/presentation/performance contribute to the current state of affairs regarding lesbian experiences in Europe (i.e. response to common trend/debates)?
8. Provide a short bio for (all) the proposed facilitator(s)/speaker(s)/performer(s). 
9. Please specify material(s) needed to carry out the workshop/presentation/performance:
Flipchart stand & paper: (   ) Flipchart markers: (   )  Projector/screen: (   )   Whiteboard: (   ) Other (please specify): 
10. Please notify us in case any assistance with visa request will be required:
NO 



YES (please specify):
11. Please let us know about any dietary requirements you may have.
12. Please let us know about any other needs or assistance you may need.
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